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98-440

November 18, 1998

For Immediate Release:
PANTHER EXPRESS TO TAKE TO THE ROAD DECEMBER 1
CHARLESTON -- The Panther Express -- Eastern Illinois University's proposed
student shuttle bus -- got the final green light Tuesday to officially begin operation on Dec.

1.
Members of Eastern's Board of Trustees' Executive Committee gave their
unanimous approval to a year-and-a-half contract with H & H Transportation of Charleston
who, for $130,543.75, will provide EIU students with shuttle bus service the last two weeks
of the fall semester and again in the spring, as well as on Aug. 23, 1999, through May 5,
2000, while the university is in session.
"This is a student-run program from start-to-finish," said Lou Hencken, Eastern's vice
president for student affairs. "It is something the students felt they needed; it's something
they felt they wanted."
--more--
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PANTHER EXPRESS
It will be especially beneficial for freshmen and sophomores who make up the
bulk of the university's student population without cars of their own.
Student Senator Melissa Girten said the Panther Express will run from 7:30a.m. to
11 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. It will
make continuous half-hour loops from campus, north to Charleston's uptown area, west
to the Wilb Walker Super Market and Wai-Mart, then back to campus, on weekdays
through 4 p.m. on Friday. From 4 to 11 p.m. Fridays and all day on Saturdays and
Sundays, the one-hour loop will expand to include stops at the Cross County Mall and the
Wai-Mart Supercenter in Mattoon, and Show Place 8, located between Charleston and
Mattoon on Route 16.
"The expanded route will create another alternative -- a non-alcoholic alternative -for our students, many of whom complain there is little to do in Charleston during the
weekend," Hencken said.
In September, Eastern's student body voted to accept a $2.50-per-semester student
fee with which to help fund a shuttle bus. This coming spring, that money-- expected to
amount to about $27,000 for the semester-- will be supplemented with donations by area
merchants, reserve funds from both Hencken's and EIU President David L. Jorns' offices,
and Eastern's Student Senate.
Different funding will have to be sought from other sources, including advertising
and a possible increase in the student fee, for subsequent service, Girten said.
The key to Panther Express' success, Hencken said, will be for organizers of the
program to "watch and listen to the needs of the riders, to watch and listen to the needs
of the students," even if it means adjusting routes and time-tables.
--30--

